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selves are serious should not be undertaken upon moribund patients. 

To perforin a tracheotomy upon a patient about to die from suffoca¬ 

tion is praiseworthy and a duty. An abdominal section done upon a 

patient in like condition from a grave intra-abdominal lesion, the ac¬ 

curate repair of which, even under rather favorable circumstances, 

requires much time and manipulation, is a mistake.” 

Here is a comment on some of the author’s society experiences 

with his colleagues: 11 One may well wonder, when casually viewing 

the hands of some general practitioners and surgeons as we meet them 

in consultation or socially, would it be possible for such hands to be so 

washed as to be surgically clean.” The author is a strong advocate of 

the use of rubber gloves in surgery. During the time that he has been 

operating with the gloves his results have been more gratifying than 

formerly. 
James P. Wauhasse. 

Mount Sinai Hospital Reports. Vol. 1. For 1898. Kditcd for 

the Medical Hoard by Paui. F. Mundk, M.D., ],L.D. 1899. 

8vo. Illustrated. Pp. 344. 

To the list of those medical institutions who are resolved that 

hereafter their publications shall be more than a mere compilation of 

statistics is to be added the name of the Mount Sinai Hospital of 

New York City. 

Medicine, surgery, and pediatrics are the three chief hospital 

divisions; but the lesser departments devoted to genito-urinary dis¬ 

eases and to the affections of the eye and ear also exist, and each is 

represented in the initial volume. 

The general plan followed in each service is to begin with a sum¬ 

mary of all the work done, and then, in a series of more or less elab¬ 

orate articles, describe in detail some of the most important diseases 

encountered. Thus, in medicine, Dr. J. Rudisch reports the series of 

typhoid cases observed between 1883 and 1898; and this report is 

supplemented by two others, one upon the results of the Widal test 

(Alfred Meyer), and the other by the technique employed in its use 
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(E. Libman). These articles should logically be grouped together 

instead of being scattered through the book. 

Five hundred cases of lobar pneumonia are also reported by Dr. 

Meyer, and a number of rare and interesting cases of various diseases 

complete the medical reports. 

For the pediatric service, llarnim Scharlau reports a series of cases. 

The report of the department of general surgery, by Arpad G. 

Gerster, is the most lengthy and elaborate in the volume, and contains 

much that is of general interest to the profession. It is well supple¬ 

mented by the articles of William F. Fluhrer upon the male genitalia, 

and by that of Paul F. Mundi upon the female genitalia; the latter, 

with its illustrations of operative technique, being one of the best 

contributions made. 

The eye and ear services are well represented by articles by 

Drs. Gruening, May, and Koller, and an unusually instructive series 

of observations in the department of pathology are reported by the 

joint work of Drs. Mandelbaum and Libman. 

Mount Sinai Hospital has existed since 1856, but the vast 

material of the institution has never been sufficiently utilized in the 

interest of medical science and art. This new departure, though its 

practical value as a book of reference is seriously impaired by the 

absence of an index, is nevertheless a step in the right direction, and 

it is hoped will be the beginning of a series of similar publications. 

Henry P. de Forest. 
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